TORCHYS GO TO CHINATOWN 


Promote an Oriental costume party or throw 
a Chinese dinner for all the Torchy Blanes in 
town. Include the gals on high school and col- 
lege papers as well as regular sob sisters. This 
should get news breaks in local papers, prob- 
ably with art and make everyone velly happy. 


From time to time Walter Winchell devotes 
part of his column to the wise sayings of a 
Broadway Confucius. This is your tip for a 
contest kidding old Chinese proverbs. For ex- 
ample: ‘‘Women are the root of all trouble.” 
—says Chow Mein in an old Chinese proverb. 
‘The kid knows his cookies!” says Torchy 
Blane in Chinatown! Idea is to have readers 
send in smart retort. Funniest are printed and 
writers awarded guest passes. 


TORCHY’S DOUBLE 


Run city-wide search for 
Torchy’s double. Contest is 
conducted in cooperation 
with local newspaper which 
prints photo of Glenda Far- 
rell along with those of best 
entries each day. Patrons 
vote for their choices and 
leave ballots in lobby box. 
Final selections are made at 
theatre opening night. 


GAG GIVEAWAYS 


Pretty gal dressed in Orien- 
tal costume stands on busy 
corners of town and distrib- 
utes small cards inscribed 
with Chinese characters. Be- 
neath Chinese characters is 
this copy: ‘‘Torchy Blane in- 
vites you to see Chinatown 
with her.” On opposite side 
of card print an ad with the- 
atre name and playdates. 


DISPLAY OF ‘CLUES’ 


Lobby ‘‘clue’’ display in- 
cludes a scrawled note de- 
manding $250,000; a ciga- 
rette marked poison; a ma- 
chine gun, and a deck of 
playing cards. Copy reads: 
‘These are the clues with 
which Torchy solved the big 
Chinatown mystery. ‘Torchy 
Biane in Chinatown’ starts 
Friday at this theatre.” 


GO FLY A KITE 


Stage a Chinese kite flying contest for kids. 
Free tickets given for most outstanding kite; 
greatest flying height; most faithful repro- 
duction of Chinese type kite, etc. Fly huge 
kite bearing billing for picture from the mar- 
quee of theatre. Girl flying the kite might be 
dressed in Chinese costume. 


vr \ WHICH MEANS: 
‘ 


“"TORCHY'S IN 
CHINATOWN --- 
AND IN DUTCH!-— 
WE THINKEE YOU 


NO TICKEE— NO WASHEE 


Chinese laundries and chop suey houses offer 
a good medium in which to distribute gag 
throwaways and heralds inscribed with 
Chinese characters and copy: “Torchy Blane 
invites you to see Chinatown with her.”’ On 
opposite side — “‘Torchy Blane in China- 
town’ comes to the Strand Theatre Friday.”’ 


oe! Sah Staiehies VEE ay horse een een ee 
Dealer Tie-Up Angles 


THE CHINESE ANGLE LENDS ITSELF TO TIE-UPS WITH STORES 
SELLING ORIENTAL MERCHANDISE. ARRANGE WINDOW AND 


LIKEE VELLEE MUCH! 


GLENDA FARRELL 
BARTON MACLANE 


“TORCHY BLANE 
IN CHINATOWN’ 


at the STRAND THEATRE 


CHINESE LETTERING can be used on 
tack cards, heralds, laundry package 
inserts etc. Lettering preceded by the 
word “COMING” could be sniped 
down the sides of your current posters. 


COUNTER DISPLAYS; DISTRIBUTE HERALDS ETC. 


CHINESE RESTAURANTS: Dis- 
play scene stills, imprint napkins 
with picture’s title and playdates. 


NOVELTY STORES: Chinese 
bracelets, rings, jades, curios, 
Oriental sandals, and Chinese 
slippers tie into picture. 


FLORISTS: Display of miniature 
Chinese gardens, flowers and dec- 
orations shown along with stills. 


GROCERS: Chinese tea, rice, li- 
tchi, etc., are tied to film. 


BOOK STORES: Popular books 
with Chinese themes, or those 
written by Chinese. Such as 
“The Importance of Living”’ by 
Lin Yutang and “‘The Grass Roof’’ 
by Kang, get displays. 


HOME FURNISHINGS: Oriental 
rugs, tapestries, screens etc. 


Country of origin U.S.A. Copyright 1938 Vitagraph, Inc. All rights reserved. Copyright is waived to magazines and newspapers. 


STENCIL WALKS 


If city ordinances do not pro- 
hibit, chalk Chinese charac- 
ters on the sidewalks in busi- 
ness and residential sec- 
tions. This will attract a lot 
of attention; cause consider- 
able speculation. Follow up 
next day with the markings 
plus copy: “This means: Be 
sure to see ‘Torchy Blane in 
Chinatown’ at the Strand 
Theatre beginning Friday.” 


C'MON CUT IT OUT 


The six-sheet contains large- 
size heads of all the princi- 
pals in the cast. How’s about 
cutting ‘em out and mount- 
ing on top of marquee sur- 
rounded with alternating 
colored flashers. 


3-SHEET ON COVER 


We thought so much of the 
selling power of the 3-sheet 
for ““Torchy” that we placed 
it right smack on the cover 
of this pressbook. Perhaps 
you could put cover to work 
as no-cost lobby display. 


Incense Burner 
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Place incense burner in huge basin 
with smoke rising. Sign with large 
Chinese characters carries copy: ‘“‘Look 
inside for the meaning of this inscrip- 
tion.” Inside is large picture of Glenda 
Farrell in action plus selling copy. 
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CHINESE MOTIF 


Week before picture opens 
dress lobby in typical Orien- 
tal fashion. Hang Oriental 
tapestries on the walls. Spot 
small statues of Buddha, joss 
gods, kimonas, etc., in va- 
rious lobby locations. Lobby 
and marquee can be festoon- 
ed with Chinese lanterns; 
paper painted yellow and red 
and decorated with Chinese 
characters, dragons, stream- 
ers, etc. Wherever possible 
place posters and display 
material in bamboo frames. 


Don't Forget To Try These 
Tested Torchy Blane Ideas 


BUS GOES TO TOWN 


Station bus at prominent 
street corner. Banner to ef- 
fect that bus will “take you 
to Chinatown and an excit- 
ing murder mystery solved 
by Torchy Blane.’”’ Barker 
near bus spiels about the 
thrills and laughs in “Torchy 
Blane in Chinatown.’ 


LOCAL TORCHYS 


In cooperation with local 
daily conduct poll among 
school newshawks to find 
most popular gal reporter. 
Girl chosen is called Town’s 
Torchy Blane and given a 
day’s salary as a full-fledged 
reporter with regular assign- 
ment from city desk. 


BLOW UP THE ADS 


The ad section of this press 
book carries a number of 
ads which would make ex- 
cellent blow-ups for the lob- 
by. Mount on compo-board; 
cut out around heads, high- 
light with baby spots, and 
surround with stills. 


1. AMATEUR REPORTER CONTEST: 
Paper makes assignments to cover; best 
story is printed in paper. Writer nab- 
bing passes to your show. 


2. PROOF READING TEST: Readers 
are asked to find errors in spelling and 
grammar in a publicity story or ad. 
Ducats to most proficient. 


3. INVITE SOB SISTERS: Invite town’s 
girl reporters to review picture. Then 
post blowups of reviews with photos of 
reporters alongside. 


4. FRONT PAGE DISPLAY: For the 
lobby paste up a front page of local 
newspaper with head of Glenda Farrell 
breaking through. 


5. STORY OF THE WEEK: Best story is 
clipped and submitted by readers with 
letters stating their reason for choosing. 
Prizes for best letters. 


6. FEMME SCRIBBLERS: Pictures of 
famous women reporters such as: Dor- 
othy Thompson, Anne O’Hare McCor- 
mick, Irene Kuhn, etc., are displayed 
alongside one of Torchy Blane. 


3’ Pages of ADS that Sell 
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_ says Chow Mein ino 
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CHINATOWN 


P WE 

 THINKEE 
‘YOU LIKEE 
VELLY ; 


MUCH! 


Screen Play by George Bricker - Based on Characters 
Created by Frederick Nebel . Original Story by Murray 
Leinster and Will Jenkins - Presented by WARNER BROS 


Mat 107 
4l/, inches (59 lines) — 15c 
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And how this blonde buzzsaw does prove it 
... by tracking down a killer, tripping up her 
boy-friend and trampling on her opposition! 


‘Torchy 
Blane in 
i CHINATOWN 


Presented by WARNER BROS. 


A” TORCHY 


Mat 301 — 6 inches x 3 cols. (255 lines) — 45c 
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ADVENTURE >. 


TORCHY SOLVES CHINESE PUZZLE 
IN VELLY, VELLY GOOD PICTURE! 


- ~~ 
Directed by WILLIAM BEAUDINE « Screen Play by George 
Bricker » Based on Characters Created by Frederick Nebel 
Original Story by Murray Leinster and Will Jenkins 
A First National Picture +» Presented by WARNER BROS. 


Mat 108 
31/, inches (47 lines) — 15c 
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WARNER DROZ 


ALL GOOD 
THINGS COME 
IN THREES! 


And They’re All in This 
Mirthful Murder Mystery ! 


; qoschy Blan, 


CHINATOWN 


GLENDA 
FARRELL 
BARTON 


MacLANE 
TOM 
KENNEDY 


HENRY O’NEILL 
PATRIC KNOWLES 
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SOME CHOKE... 


~ BLANE 
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Screen Play by George Bricker - Based on Characters Created by Frederick Nebel 
Original Story by Murray Leinster and Will Jenkins + A First National Picture 


EH, TORCHY? 


“Stop 
mumbling, buddy 
.. you sound like — 
>a Chinaman!”’ 


It’s the same in any language... 
Torchy’s in trouble again! Espe- 
cially when she starts to look for 
Clues by turning Chinatown upside 
down...and her boy-friend’s pock- 

ets inside out! aa 


P. S.— We Thinkee You 
Likee Velly Much! 


GLENDA FARRELL - BARTON 
MacLANE - TOM KENNEDY 


HENRY O’NEILL - PATRIC KNOWLES 
Directed by William Beaudine 


.. BLANE 


¢ 
-_ ¢ 
Screen Play by George Bricker - Based one Me Original Story by Murray Leinster and Will Jenkins ee 
A First Nat'l Picture» Presented by WARNER BROS. 


Characters Created by Frederick Nebel 
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GLENDA FARRELL -BARTON MacLANE-TOM KENNEDY 
HENRY O'NEILL * PATRIC KNOWLES 
Directed by WILLIAM BEAUDINE «Screen Play by George 
Bricker * Based on Characters Created by Frederick Nebel 
Original Story by Murray Leinster and Will Jenkins 
A First National Picture » Presented by WARNER BROS. 


1!/, inches (22 lines) 


A TORCHY “.. BLANE “ADVENTURE =~. 


GLENDA FARRELL-BARTON MacLANE-TOM KENNEDY 
HENRY O'NEILL * PATRIC KNOWLES 
Directed by WILLIAM BEAUDINE « Screen Play by George 
Bricker + Based on Characters Created by Frederick Nebel 
Original Story by Murray Leinster and Will Jenkins 
A First National Picture + Presented by WARNER BROS. 


2!/y inches (36 lines) 


TWO ADS ON ONE MAT 


Mat 204 — 5I/, inches x 2 cols. (152 lines) — 30c Mat 109 — I5c 
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TORCHY SOLVES 
CHINESE PUZZLE ; 

IN VELLY GOOD 
PICTURE! 


Three murders, three 
hundred suspects, three 
thousand cops on the 
trail... but Torchy gets 
the right man before 
you can say: “no tickee, 


A WARNER BROS. Picture with 
GLENDA FARRELL - BARTON 
MacLANE - TOM KENNEDY 


HENRY O'NEILL - PATRIC KNOWLES 


A TORCHY “. BLANE .--“ ADVENTURE ~~, 
Directed by WILLIAM BEAUDINE- Screen Play by George Bricke 
Based on Characters Created by Frederick Nebel + Original Story 
by Murray Leinster and Will Jenkins + A First National Picture 


Mat 106 
5 inches (69 lines) — 15c 
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BLANE in 3 VELLY 
CHI NATOWN . MUCH! 


(ui) GLENDA FARRELL - BARTON MacLANE - TOM KENNEDY. ,tsvt owen. 
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W Directed by WILLIAM BEAUDINE - Screen Play by George Bricker « Based on Characters Created by Frederick 
Nebel + Original Story by Murray Leinster and Will Jenkins+A First National Picture» Presented by WARNER BROS. 
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A WARNER BROS. Picture with 


GLENDA FARRELL 
BARTON MacLANE-TOM KENNEDY 


HENRY O'NEILL - PATRIC KNOWLES - Directed by William Beaudine 
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A TORCHY .. BLANE “ADVENTURE -W 


“eh meinen 
ftlne Screen Play by George Bricker e Based on Characters Created by Frederick Nebel 
Original Story by Murray Leinster and Will Jenkins » A First National Picture 


Mat 208 — 4l/, inches x 2 cols. (126 lines) — 30c 
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fiw Directed by WILLIAM BEAUDINE « Screen Play by George Bricker » Based on Characters Created by Frederick 
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WW Nebel + Original Story by Murray Leinster and Will Jenkins- A First National Picture - Presented by WARNER BROS. 
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Selling Begins with the Vitaphone Jrailer 


Official Billing 
WARNER BROS. 40% 


Pictures, Inc. Presents hy 


“TORGHY BLANE IN CHINATOWN? 


with 

GLENDA FARRELL e BARTON MacLANE ¢ TOM KENNEDY 
50% 

Henry O'Neill ¢ Patric Knowles 20% 

Directed by William Beaudine 15% 


Screen Play by George Bricker 3% 

Based on Characters Created by Frederick Nebel 25 
Original Story by Murray Leinster and Will Jenkins 2% 
A First National Picture 3% 


Vitaphone Shorts 


JOE AND ASBESTOS — put their dough on a 'sure thing’ and keep out of 
‘Boarder Trouble.’ A stall full of gags. 4016—Broadway Brevities—20 mins. 


DAVE APOLLON AND ORCHESTRA — aggregation of fine musicians with 
many specialty numbers and distinctive arrangements. 4706—Melody Masters— 
10 mins. 


NATURAL COLOR — heightens interest of popular science explanations of 


weather forecasting, fire fighting, and television. 4603—The Color Parade— 
9 mins. 


PORKY THE GOB — cartoon with our hero capturing a pirate vessel. This 
is salty comedy, mates. 4804—Looney Tunes—7 mins. 


FLOYD GIBBONS — brings you another of his thrilling adventure yarns. This 


one is about a 'Human Bomb.’ 4305—Your True Aventures—20 mins. 


SKI GIRL — produced to meet the terrific demand for another short like the 
prize winning SKI FLIGHT. 4905—Vitaphone Varieties—1I0 mins. 


TECHNICOLOR CARTOON — Elmer takes a correspondence course in boxing 
and finds that fighting is more than licking a stamp. 4507—Merrie Melody— 
7 mins. 
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“TAKE ME ALONG, HUH?” says Gal Reporter Torchy Blane (play- 
ed by Glenda Farrell) to boy friend Barton MacLane, courageous 
n the Warner Bros. series, ““Torchy 


but dumb detective. The latest i 


Mat 202—330c 


Blane In Chinatown” comes to the Strand Friday. 


(Lead) 


Glenda Farrell Coming 
In *‘Torchy In Chinatown’ 


Against a sinister oriental 
background, Glenda Farrell steps 
into her most exciting adventure 
yet as the irrepressible girl re- 
porter in “Torchy Blane in China- 
town,” the seventh picture in the 
immensely popular Warner Bros. 
series about police-and-reporter 
adventures, which opens at the 
Strand Theatre next Friday. 

Torchy is again played by 
Glenda Farrell, who has become 
so completely identified with the 
role that even her closest friends 
now call her Torehy instead of 
Glenda. Barton MacLane is once 
more the head man of the east, 
for, as Steve McBride, the slow- 
thinking but efficient police de- 
tective, he is still the head man 
‘in Torchy’s life. 

The rest of the cast of this 
latest episode in Torchy’s adven- 
turous existence includes some of 
the most accomplished players on 
the Warner Bros. lot, namely, 
Tom Kennedy, Patrice Knowles, 
James Stephenson, Henry O’Neill, 
Janet Shaw, Frank Shannon, 
Richard Bond and Anderson 
Lawlor. 

It is the receipt of a mysteri- 
ous death threat written in Chi- 


CAST 


Baldwin............ Henry O'Neill 
Condon............ Patric Knowles 
Mansfield... James Stephenson 
JGNeDEL eae a Janet Shaw 
McTavish.......... Frank Shanon 
Desk Sergeant....George Guhl 
Fitzhugh...... Anderson Lawlor 
Staunton .......... Richard Bond 
Capt. McDonald..Ed Chandler 


nese that sets off the series of 
hair-raising events which culmin- 
ate in Torchy’s latest scoop. The 
recipient of the threat is a man 
who has smuggled some rare jade 
burial tablets out of China for 
a rich old senator. 

Despite every precaution taken 
to protect the smuggler, his car 
is suddenly raked by gunfire. 
There is also another note tell- 
ing who the next victim will be. 
After the poisoning of this vic- 
tim, the writers of the Chinese 
notes turn their attention to ex- 
tortion, for the rich young man 
who is to marry the senator’s 
daughter receives a message de- 
manding that he pay the writers 
$250,000. 

After an attempt to trap the 
blackmailers by substituting an- 
other man to deliver the $250,000 
instead of the rich youth himself 
has resulted only in the disap- 
pearance of the decoy, the sen- 
ator’s prospective son-in-law de- 
cides to heed the warning. From 
here the film speeds through a 
rendezvous in the New York 
Harbor with speedboats and a 
submarine playing big roles in 
the action-packed story. 


en 


PRODUCTION STAFF 
Directed by 


William Beaudine 
Screen Play by..........4........ 

George Bricker 

Based on Characters created 

Oye Frederick Nebel 
Original Story by............... 

Murray Leinster 

and Will Jenkins 

Photography by...................... 

Warren Lynch, A.S.C. 

Art Director........ Charles Novi 
Dialogue Director............... 


Harry Seymour 
Filme Editonver cope 
Frederick Richards 


Gowns by........ Howard Shoup 
Sound by.......... Lincoln Lyons 


(Advance Feature) 


Glenda Farrell Makes 
‘Torchy’ Real News Gal 


Glenda Farrell has finally re- 
vealed how her popular screen 
character, Torchy Blane, of the 
Warner Bros. series of that name 
originated. 

There was a new touch about 
Glenda’s interpretation of the 
character which caught on tre- 
mendously after four or five pic- 
tures of the series had been film- 
ed. “Torchy Blane in China- 
town,” opening Friday at the 
Strand Theatre, is the seventh in 
the series. 

“T simply made Torchy a de- 
fense of newspaper women, and 
a refutation of the cinematic 
libels to which' they had once 
been subjected,” Glenda explain- 
ed recently. 

“It occurred to me that the 
majority of these were carica- 
tures of newspaper women as I 
knew them. So before I under- 
took to do the first ‘Torchy’ I 
determined to create a real hu- 


man being and not an exagger- 
ated comedy type. I went out of 
my way to study newspaper 
women. I studied those I met on 
visits to New York and those 
who came to Hollywood from out 
of town. 

“T discovered that the general 
type of newspaper woman was 
far different from that so often 
represented in pictures. They 
were generally young, intelligent, 
refined, attractive. It became 
very evident that by making 
‘Torchy’ true to life I’d have a 
character practically unique in 
picture portrayals of women 
newspaper reporters. 

“That may do something to end 
the impression that newspaper 
women are gushy, homely, old- 
maid sob sisters, or vampish, 
scatter-brained smart crackers, or 
dowdy, disillusioned and sour 
feminists with slicked-back hair 
and thick glasses.” 


PUNCHING OPPONENT 
IN FILMS PAINFUL 
TO BARTON MACLANE 


If you should by any chance, 
ever receive a punch in the jaw 
from Barton MacLane, chances 
are that it will hurt hin more 
than it hurts you. 

Barton MacLane always breaks 
his hand when he hits a man. 

That’s not bragging but the 
statement of an unfortunate sit- 
uation, he revealed during the 
filming of “Torehy Blane in Chi- 
natown,” the latest picture of the 
Warner Bros. “Torchy” series, 
which will open at the Strand 
Theatre next Friday. 

MacLane’s powerful, highly 
developed shoulder muscles are 
to blame for this unusual situa- 
tion. They are too powerful for 
small-boned hands. Six foot, one 
inch and 200 pounds, he has the 
physique of a 
champion ath- 
lete and the 
hands of an 
artist. During 
his college days 
at Wesleyan 
(Connecticut) 
University, he 
was a star 
football player 
and captained 
the varsity bas- Mat 104—15c¢ 
ketball team Barton MacLane 
for two years. 

After graduating from Wesley- 
an he spent a year at the Amer- 
ican Academy of Dramatic Arts 
in New York, working nights in 
the code and cable department of 
the Standard Oil Company to pay 
his way. While at drama school 
he was given a role in “The 
Quarterback” with Richard Dix 
and his stage and screen career 
was definitely launched. After an 
extended period on the stage he 
was signed as a “heavy” for the 
sereen. 


Hot Dog Fancier 


Patric Knowles, British player 
in Warner Bros.’ “Torechy Blane 
in Chinatown,” which opens Fri- 
day at the Strand Theatre, is 
something of an amateur cook 
and gourmet, and he was induced 
to eat his first hot dog during 
the filming of this picture. He 
wonders now why he conscien- 
tiously avoided them for so long. 


Boxed In First Film 


Tom Kennedy, featured in 
“Torchy Blane in Chinatown,” 
the Warner Bros. picture current 
at the Strand Theatre, sparred 
with Jim Corbett in his first pic- 
ture in 1908. 


Mat 105—15e 


GLENDA FARRELL in the title 
role of “Torchy Blane In Chi- 


natown,” soon at the Strand. 


“TORGHY” FARRELL 
DOESN'T COUNT TEN, 
SLAMS DOOR INSTEAD 


Slamming doors may be hard on 
listeners’ nerves but they’re swell 
for door slammers! 

At least that’s what Glenda 
(Torchy Blane) Farrell believes. 
On the set of ‘‘Torchy Blane in 
Chinatown,’’ the latest picture in 
the Warner Bros. ‘‘Torchy’’ se- 
ries, which comes to the Strand 
Theatre next Friday, she slammed 
a door so hard that it was heard 
three stages away. 


She slammed it for a reason. She 
had ‘‘gone up’’ in her lines three 
times and she slammed the door to 
relieve her feelings. It worked. 
The next take was a perfect one. 

““T’m quick tempered and have 
strong likes and dislikes, but I’m 
harmless. You’re’ much safer 
around a quick tempered person 
who frequently ‘blows up’ than 
around one who represses and hides 
his feelings. When these people 
blow up, it is with an explosion to 
the person blowing up as to the 
innocent bystander.’’ 

There must be some logic in 
Glenda’s remarks. Numerous per- 
sons on the ‘‘Torchy Blane in 
Chinatown’’ set were questioned 
regarding the fiery temper of the 
popular, smart-cracking Glenda. 
‘Quick tempered?’’ they said 
unanimously in effect. ‘‘We’ve 
never noticed it.?’ 


Glenda’s Lucky 


The weight of Glenda Farrell, 
heroine of ‘‘Torchy Blane in 
Chinatown,’’ the Warner Bros, 
picture opening Friday at the 
Strand Theatre, never goes below 
114 pounds or over 116. 
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TRIO OF SLEUTHS — try to solve the mystery of “Torchy Blane 
In Chinatown” now at the Strand, and get into a heap of trouble 
in the doing. Barton MacLane (holding paper) and Tom Kennedy, 
super-detectives, are wary of the intentions of Torchy, center, played 


by Glenda Farrell, 


(Opening Day) 


Latest ‘Torchy’ Adventure 
Opening At Strand Today 


STORY SYNOPSIS: (not for publication) Torchy Blane 
(Glenda Farrell) becomes embroiled in a maze of Orien- 
ental mystery, murder, and extortion. At her side are 
her two buddies Steve McBride (Barton MacLane) and 


his assistant Gahagan, (Tom Kennedy). 


An art col- 


lector is killed, a young man is forced to hand over 
$250,000 to save his life, and things become more in- 
volved until Torchy brings the evil doers to justice in 
an exciting finish in which a submarine figures. 


“Torchy Blane in Chinatown,” 
the seventh picture in the pop- 
ular Warner Bros. series, comes 
to the Strand Theatre today with 
Glenda Farrell again portraying 
the smart and saucy newspaper 
reporter she has made famous as 
a screen char- 
acter and Bar- 
ton MacLane 
again in the 
role of Lieut. 
Steve McBride, 
the slow but 
sure detective 
whom she likes 
but also an- 
noys. 


Another fa- 
miliar charac- 
ter seen in this 
latest adventure is Gahagan, the 
thick-witted but highly diverting 
assistant of Lieut. McBride, and, 
as in every previous picture of 
the series, he is played by that 
skillful comedian, Tom Kennedy. 
Other important roles are played 
by Henry O’Neill, Patric Knowles, 
James Stephenson, Janet Shaw, 
Frank Shannon and Richard 
Bond. 


Mat 103—15ec 
Glenda Farrell 


Torchy’s latest adventure is 
concerned with her effort to solve 
a series of mysterious murders 
and a brazen attempt to extort 


$250,000 from a rich youth. Me- 
Bride is working on the ease, 
and, as usual, he doesn’t want her 
around. 

But neither the detective’s ef- 
forts to keep Torchy from mixing 
into the matter, nor the spine- 
chilling horror of the exploits of 
what seems to be a sinister band 
of wily orientals can deter or 
daunt her. 

The mysterious band frightens 
the rich youth into taking a 
speedboat and delivering $250,000 
to three masked men on a launch 
that is riding the waves near the 
last buoy in New York Harbor. 
Before the extortioners can get 
away, however, a submarine rises 
from the depths of the bay and 
rakes their boat with gunfire. 
The criminals leap overboard but 
are fished out by the submarine’s 
crew. 

The submarine was, of course, 
Torchy’s idea, she is aboard it 
and she enjoys unmasking the ex- 
tortioners and turning them over 
to MeBride when he arrives a 
few moments later on a police 
launch; 

Based on an original story by 
Murray Leinster and Will Jen- 
kins, the screen play was written 
by George Bricker, and the pro- 
duction was directed by William 
Beaudine. 


SHORTS: A star’s skin protec- 
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Glenda Protects Skin 


‘“Smart blondes,’’ says Glenda 
Farrell, ‘‘have tricks of their own 


in applying cleansing creams be-’ 


cause as a rule their skins are 
more sensitive than the skin of 
brunettes.’’ Glenda herself puts 
her cream on a piece of cotton 
which has been wrung out in ice 
water, smoothes it over her face, 
removes it with cleansing tissue, 
then pats her face with the merest 
bit of astringent. ‘‘It helps to give 
you that wide awake feeling.’’ 
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A director’s fetish 


Beaudine’s Eye-Shade 


On the first day of shooting on 
‘‘Torchy Blane in Chinatown,’’ 
the Warner Bros. picture opening 
Friday at the Strand Theatre, Di- 
rector William Beaudine wore the 
green eye-shade he wore in 1904 
when he entered pictures with the 
Biograph Company. He makes this 
bid for good luck on all pictures 
he directs. During his 34 years in 
the picture business, he estimates, 
he has purchased more than 100 
of the eye-shades. 


PUBLICITY 


SUCKED BY AN QAR 
FOR GLENDA FARRELL 


Glenda Farrell got a bump on 
the head and narrowly escaped 
serious injury from a blow with 
the edge of an oar during the 
filming of a scene of “Torchy 
Blane in Chinatown,” the latest 
of the Warner Bros. “Torchy” 
series, now showing at the Strand 
Theatre. 

The injury came as the result 
of missing a cue, the sound of 
which was drowned out by back- 
firing of a motorboat. An oar, 
lustily swung by Patric Knowles, 
was supposed to land edge-down 
on a bulge in a tarpaulin cover- 
ing part of the motorboat. The 
bulge represented Miss Farrell’s 
head, 

In the scene, Glenda, spying 
on some criminals of the story, 
is nearly caught peeping from 
underneath the tarpaulin. One of 
them sees the bulge caused by 
her head and swings the oar 
edge-down. Glenda on the proper 
cue was supposed to duck her 
head, leaving a wire support to 


“Mat 101—15c 
DANGER overtakes Glenda Far- 
rell and Barton MacLane, star- 
ring in ““Torchy Blane In China- 
town,’ now at the Strand. 


be smashed by the blow. The 
sputtering motor made her miss 
the cue, and she was a fraction 
of a second too late in ducking. 

Fortunately the edge of the oar 
blade missed her head. She was 
almost stunned, however, by the 
impact of the broad blade of the 
oar as it bounced sideways off 
the cockpit edge where it landed. 
Director William Beaudine noted 
that the lump under the canvas 
was still moving when hit, so he 
stopped the scene instantly and 
investigated. Glenda came up 
groggy, but with her usual smile. 


(Review) 


Glenda Farrell Scores In 
ALL IN DAY'S WORK = Wee «7 orchy’ Adventure 


Amid exotie and sinister sur- 
roundings, “Torchy Blane in Chi- 
natown,” latest of the popular 
Warner Bros. series, which open- 
ed yesterday at the Strand Thea- 
tre, is another well-directed, well- 
written adventure hit with the 
irrepressible Torchy, the same 
courageous, smart and resource- 
ful lass the public has long since 
adopted as its favorite girl re- 
porter. 

Although Glenda — or Torchy 
— is the center of all action, the 
film is not without strong sup- 
port. Again serving as a perfect 
foil for Torchy’s quick, sharp 
mind, the slower thinking but al- 
ways reliable Lieut. Steve Me- 
Bride is played by Barton Mac- 
Lane, so firmly established in the 
public mind as the police detec- 
tive that the average filmgoer 
has probably forgotten he used 
to play nothing but villains. 

Tom Kennedy plays Gahagan, 
McBride’s not too helpful assist- 
ant, and his comic contributions 
to the latest Torchy picture are 
so expertly handled that it is 
easy to understand why he seems 
as indispensable to the series as 
either of the leading players. 

As the title suggests, there is 
a sinister, oriental overtone to 
the happenings in the latest 


Torchy adventure, and it has its 
quota of spine-chilling horror as 
well as the rapid-fire action that 
is characteristic of all the tales 
of which the intrepid girl re- 
porter is the heroine. 


After three of the victims of 
an extortion gang have apparent- 
ly been murdered, the band 
frightens a rich youth into pay- 
ing $250,000 to save his life. The 
money is delivered by him on a 
speedboat to another boat near 
the last buoy in lower New York 
Bay. 


As the three masked men 
aboard the extortioners’ boat 
start to make their getaway, 
however, a submarine comes to 
the surface and rakes their boat 
with gunfire. They leap over- 
board but are easily captured by 
the submarine’s crew. Yes, of 
course, the submarine was 
Torehy’s idea and she is aboard 
it. McBride comes speeding to 
the scene in a police launch just 
a few moments later and, as 
graciously as he can, he takes 
the prisoners off the hands of the 
triumphant Torchy. The unmask- 
ing of the three men naturally 
explains all of the mysterious 
happenings that have preceded 
their capture. 


HENRY O'NEILL USES 
FRIENDS AS MODELS 


A friend was the pattern for 
the loquacious, pompous senator 
Henry O'Neill portrayed in 
“Torechy Blane in Chinatown,” 
latest in the Glenda Farrell-Bar- 
ton MaclLane series for Warner 
3ros., which is now showing at 
the Strand Theatre. 

“The characterization is not 
unkind,’ Henry says, “and has 
nothing at which this friend can 
take offense should he recognize 
himself. But I am sure he will 
not recognize himself unless 
somebody tells him it is a carica- 
ture — because those people 
never see themselves as others 
see them. He will probably laugh 
at it, convinced that in no way 
is he like the screen character. 

“T wouldn’t want it to be gen- 
erally known, though, that I pat- 
tern screen characters after my 
friends occasionally. The charac- 
terizations as a rule are innocent 
enough, but I’m afraid many of 
the models for them couldn’t 
take it and I don’t want to lose 
their friendship.” 

“The important thing for an 
actor is to portray a role as real- 
istically as possible. What bet- 
ter way than pattern his char- 
acter after flesh and blood per- 
sons whom he has studied?” 


TOM KENNEDY FANS 
MAKE HIM STAY COP 


It’s quite all right with Tom 
Kennedy’s fans if he portrays 
not-so-bright policemen on the 
screen. In fact 
they won't let 
him play any- 
thing else, he 
revealed during 
the filming of 
“Torchy Blane 
in Chinatown,” 
the Warner 
Bros. picture 
currently at 
the Strand 
Theatre. 

Once in a 
while he ae- 
cepts an as- 
signment on the other side of 
law and order and brings to the 
screen a sterling performance as 
a dumb gangster. Immediately 
fans deluge him with letters of 
protest. 

“I suppose their reaction,” Tom 
says, “would mean something to 
a psychologist, but it’s beyond 
me when they say my character- 
ization of a dumb gangster isn’t 
believable and to cut it out. If 
I were the police, I guess I’d 
kinda get sore about it. And to 
think that I nearly became a 
real cop once!” 
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Tom Kennedy 


Knew Each Other When 


William Beaudine, who directed 
Tom Kennedy in ‘‘Torchy Blane 
in Chinatown,’’ the Warner Bros. 
picture now playing at the Strand 
Theatre, was assistant director on 
the first picture the comic acted in, 
which was made in 1915. The pie- 
ture was ‘‘One Round Hogan’’ 
with Jim Corbett, the pride of 
many a fight fan. Tom Kennedy 
often tells of the good times the 
three had together back in the old 
days. 


Fights Bore MacLane 


Barton MacLane, featured with 
Glenda Farrell in ‘‘Torchy Blane 
in Chinatown,’’ the Warner Bros. 
picture now showing at the Strand 
Theatre, has participated in many 
rough and tumble fights for the 
screen but he doesn’t care to watch 
prize fights as a spectator. His 
favorite spectator sports are foot- 
ball and rodeos, 


Mat 203—30c 


ALL DRESSED UP, and they’re going to Chinatown to solve the 
mystery of “Torchy Blane In Chinatown,” the Warner Bros. com- 
edy-drama now at the Strand Theatre. Left to right, Tom Kennedy, 
Barton MacLane, Glenda Farrell, and Patric Knowles, 
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